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ABSTRACT
Writing is very important skill for students in learning English. It is because
writing is one of four major skills that have to be mastered. Writing is as a
communicative skill plays an important role for the students to express their ideas,
thoughts and feelings. It is also as an indicator in determining whether the
students have a good academic achievement or not. This research was aimed to
describe students’ ability in writing an exposition essay by contrast development
based on criterions in evaluating essay writing. The data of this research was
collected by giving the students a writing test. The researcher analyzed the data
using analytical method by scoring five elements of exposition essay by contrast
development (organization, content, grammar, mechanic, and vocabulary). Based
on the data analysis, the researcher concluded that the students’ ability in writing
exposition essay by contrast development was poor. It was indicated by 74,07 %
of the students got poor score (20 students).
Key words: Writing, Exposition Essay, Contrast Development
INTRODUCTION
Writing is very important skill for
students in learning English. It is
because writing is one of four major
skills that have to be mastered.
Writing is as a communicative skill,
plays an important role for the
students to express their ideas,
thoughts and feelings. Then, writing
skill is an important element in
engineering success (Valensia,
2002:75). Supporting Valensia’s
opinion, Bello, Kane and Langan
(2010: 12)  define writing is as
process of expressing ideas, thoughts
or feelings systematically. It means
writing needs a procedure in
producing good one. Then, writing
skill also indicates how good the
students’ ability is, especially in
mastering its aspects such as unity,
coherence, ideas and organization.
So that, writing skill is needed to be
mastered so much.
There are many kinds of writing.
They are writing sentence, writing
paragraph, writing essay and writing
paper. Writing essay is kind of
academic writing. It means that in
academic writing, essay is always
learned in senior high school. That is
why the skill in writing essay is
important to be mastered by the
senior high school students.
In senior high school, writing
skill is taught to develop literacy
competence. It means that teaching
Jurnal Penelitian Universitas Jambi Seri Humaniora
20
writing for the students will be able
to enlarge their ability in literacy.
The students require skill full in
writing because their writing skill
will guide themselves in doing
writing task. Then, the students have
to be able to compose many genres
of essay included the writing aspects.
They are called content, form,
grammar, style and mechanics.
Making a good essay needs
knowledge in order to compose a
good one. A good essay will attract
the people to read it.
Composing a paragraph is not
easy. Composing a paragraph needs
a good skill in writing. The students
should be able to develop their ideas
making a paragraph. They are also
required to explore their knowledge
to be poured into paragraph. Besides
that, the students have to know the
models of paragraph, such as
descriptive essay, narrative essay,
argumentative essay and exposition
essay (Langan, 2001:167).
In this case, the researcher
focused the research on an exposition
essay. According to Langan
(2000:167) states that exposition
essay is an essay that informs reader
the subject that is discussed. In
writing an exposition essay, there are
several development methods should
be known such as development by
contrast, comparison, example,
classification, definition, process and
also cause and effect. A contrast
development is needed to express the
differences or dissimilar of the two
subject or more that is being
discussed in an exposition essay. A
good exposition essay has
characteristics like content, form,
grammar, style and mechanic (Haris,
1969:68-69). All of these aspects
indicate how good an essay is.
An exposition essay by contrast
development has three parts. It starts
from introduction, body and
conclusion (Oshima, 1988:181). In
Oshima (1975:77), he also states
that essay is a piece of writing
several paragraphs long instead of
just one or two paragraph. Essay is a
group of paragraphs that develops
one main idea (Luhulima, 1995:209).
In essay, the students can explore
their ideas to inform about the
subjects that are contrasted each
other. This model essay is needed to
be mastered by the senior high
school students because in their
school, many genres of essay are
learned including this essay. Having
a good skill in writing an exposition
essay by contrast development will
guide them in writing their
assignments or writing tasks when
they want to be a professional writer.
Moreover,Langan (2001:167)
defines that exposition essay is an
essay which provides information
about and explains a particular
subject. Further more, Abisamra
(2001) states that exposition essay
can take a variety of forms. It may
tell how to make or do something,
report on an experience or explore an
idea. Exposition essay conveys
information tom the reader in such a
way as to bring about understanding,
whether it be of a process or
procedure, or of writer’s ideas about
a concept.
Although, exposition essay is an
essay which provides information
about and explains a particular
subject. In exposition essay, there are
several developments from listing to
contrast as explained above.
According to Oshima (1975:22)
states that exposition essay by
contrast development is an essay
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which gives an information and
explanation of topic that is being
discussed by using contrast
development. It means in this essay
the writer compares dissimilar aspect
of two subjects.
In Learning Strategies Database
(2010) states that exposition essay by
contrast development is an essay
which contrasts two or more items is
to examine carefully how the items
are dissimilar or different. Contrast
development is the method of
developing essay by contrast which
provides the different of two things
or more. Finally, exposition essay by
contrast development can be defined
as an essay that describes the
dissimilarities or differences two
things or more.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
In conducting this research, the
research used descriptive method.
Descriptive research involves
collecting data in order to answer
question concerning the current
status of the subject of the study
(Gay, 2000:11). The method of the
research that the research used is
descriptive. That means this method
designed to describe the students’
ability in writing an exposition essay
by contrast development. In this
research, the population were all of
11th year students at SMAN 3 Sungai
Penuh. The total is 106 students.
Then, the researcher used cluster
sampling technique. Cluster
sampling technique randomly selects
groups, not individuals. All members
of selected groups have similar
characteristics. The researcher found
XI IPA 1 as the sample.
The instrument that was used in
this research is writing test. That
means the researcher gave the
students writing test. Data were
gathered from the test that had been
administrated to describe students’
ability in writing an exposition essay
by contrast development. The
researcher gave students time to do
test about 60 minutes. After that, the
researcher collected the result of the
test. Then, the researcher read and
understood the students’ text at least
twice. Finally, the researcher
analyzed and gave mark of the result
test objectively.
In analyzing the data, the research
used these steps. First, the researcher
counted the total score of each
student in writing an exposition
essay by contrast development based
on the criterions used. Second, the
researcher calculated the percentage
of students’ score in writing
exposition essay by contrast
development. Third, the researcher
classified the students’ score into
following categories
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Writing test was conducted to get
the data. The researcher gave
students writing test. Then, the
researcher asked the students to write
exposition essay by contrast
development based on the guidance
in the test. After that, the researcher
analyzed the students’ data by using
analytical method.
In scoring score, the researcher
analyzed the students’ score by using
five aspect of writing test. It was
consist of organization, content,
grammar, mechanic, and vocabulary
aspect. The maximum score of five
aspect was 100 where each aspect
had maximum score 20 and
minimum score 5. The researcher
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found that the students’ ability in
writing exposition essay by contrast
development was 25 for lowest score
and 67 for highest score.
From that analyzing, first, the
researcher concluded that the ability
of the students in writing exposition
essay by contrast development on
organization aspect was poor. It was
indicated from the data that 62,96%
of students got score 5 or 17
students.
Second, the researcher concluded
that the ability of the students in
writing exposition essay by contrast
development on content aspect was
poor. It was indicated from the data
that 66,67 % of students got score 5
or 18 students.
Third, the researcher concluded
that the ability of the students in
writing exposition essay by contrast
development on grammar n aspect
was poor. It was indicated from the
data that 77,78 % of students got
score 5 or 21 students.
Fourth, the researcher concluded
that the ability of the students in
writing exposition essay by contrast
development on mechanic aspect
was poor. It was indicated from the
data that 74,07 % of students got
score 5 or 20 students.
Finally, the researcher concluded
that the ability of the students in
writing exposition essay by contrast
development on vocabulary aspect
was poor. It was indicated from the
data that 74,07 % of students got
score 5 or 20 students.
Based on the finding of students’
evaluation above, the researcher
found that students’ ability in writing
exposition essay by considering to
five criterions of essay is still poor. It
showed from the average of students’
score that the researcher counted.
It showed that most students find
hard to compose good exposition
essay by contrast development. Five
criterions asked still cannot be
provided by the students. That is
why, their ability in writing
exposition essay by contrast
development is still poor.
CONCLUSION AND
SUGGESTION
Based on the result of data
analysis, the researcher concluded
that the students’ ability in writing
exposition essay by contrast
development at eleventh year
students of SMAN 4 Sungai Penuh
academic year 2009/2010 was poor
with percentage 74,07 %. For detail
data, the researcher showed as
below:
1. The students’ ability in
writing essay exposition by
contrast development at
eleventh year students of
SMAN 4 Sungai Penuh
academic year 2009/2010 in
aspect of organization was
poor where the percentage
was 62,96 %.
2. The students’ ability in
writing essay exposition by
contrast development at
eleventh year students of
SMAN 4 Sungai Penuh
academic year 2009/2010 in
aspect of content was poor
where the percentage was
66,67%.
3. The students’ ability in
writing essay exposition by
contrast development at
eleventh year students of
SMAN 4 Sungai Penuh
academic year 2009/2010 in
aspect of grammar was poor
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where the percentage was
77,78%.
4. The students’ ability in
writing essay exposition by
contrast development at
eleventh year students of
SMAN 4 Sungai Penuh
academic year 2009/2010 in
aspect of mechanic was poor
where the percentage was
74,07%.
5. The students’ ability in
writing essay exposition by
contrast development at
eleventh year students of
SMAN 4 Sungai Penuh
academic year 2009/2010 in
aspect of vocabulary was
poor where the percentage
was 74,07%.
From the conclusions above,
the researcher proposed several
suggestions as follow:
1. The teacher should focus
teaching writing essay in
order to give more lessons
about aspect of writing that
covers organization, content,
grammar, mechanic, and
vocabulary. The teachers are
expected to give more
exercise to the students in
order to make costumed.
2. The students have to learn
writing essay more. They
should pay attention and get
more exercise especially in
aspect of writing.
3. For the research, due to not
perfect, the researcher
suggested on the next
researchers conduct this
research in order to make
better.
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